INTRODUCTION
Recently some Swedish friends expressed great interest in my replica of the gold medal presented to Alexander Fleming when he received the Nobel Prize for his discovery of penicillin (fig 1) . They were equally interested in the silver border, which relates how I received the replica. It states:
A present from Lady Fleming to Lady Thomson 1956 given to Herbert Gallagher 1971 I explained that Fleming The Lady Fleming who gave the replica to Lady Thomson was Fleming's second wife. She had had a colourful career both before her marriage and in her widowhood. During the 1939-45 war the Germans had imprisoned her for assisting allied prisoners to escape from her native Greece. In 1947 she, Mrs Amalia Voureka, came to work, as a postgraduate student, under Fleming in St Mary's. They immediately struck up a very close rapport.
She returned to Greece to head a bacteriological department in a hospital and became a voluble critic of the various dictatorial regimes. She gave evidence in favour of thirty-four people accused of plotting to overthrow the regime of the Colonels and was convicted and imprisoned for assisting at the attempted escape from prison of the assassin of a Prime Minister. Later she was prominent in the campaign for the return the Elgin Marbles to Greece. 
